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Our mission is:  TO RECEIVE CHRIST  ( TO PROCLAIM CHRIST ( TO SHOW CHRIST
( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( 
God’s presence on the beach

There were seashells along the beach as far as I could see. They stretched out into the water a little way—so many seashells to be searched through and discovered. I walked through the warm water, head down, searching. I spotted something, bent down, reached through the water, and picked it up. Suddenly, I was no longer a mother with three children anymore; I was a little girl collecting seashells on the white sand beach in Haiti.

This little girl would walk the edges of the white sand beach looking for seashells; this was her escape. She didn’t mind walking the white sand beach alone whenever her mother allowed her to do so because for just a few moments all her worries melted away as she walked, head down, looking for something that might grab her attention. She was at peace.

As she contemplated all the beauties that lay before her, the desire to be accepted outweighed the feelings of peace she felt, and one question came to her mind. Who is she in relation to God?

At her elementary school, she was introduced to a white male God with blue eyes and a white beard, looking down on her. She never imagined that the God who made the world and all that is in it could be the God who created her, a girl with brown skin. So who is she?

As a Caribbean Black woman minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church, I can answer this question now by simply looking at Genesis 1. There, God has no color, no nationality, no gender, no country, and no specific language or even cuisine. God cannot be put in a box for human beings to use whenever it’s convenient for us. God is far beyond our grasp.

So who am I in relation to God, or better, who are we in relation to God? We are all God’s children without exception. God created us and saw us as good. In other words, we all are good in God’s eyes.

My seashell collection remains somewhere in my house. It is a reminder that no matter who we are, God loves us.

God’s peace and love, 

Pastor Mytch 
[image: image3.jpg]



JUNE & JULY THANK-YOUS
We thank those who took part in leading our worship services in June & July: Pastor Mytch; Organists/Pianists: Ann Aakre and David Slonski; Lectors & Prayer Leaders: John Sewell, Judy Taylor, Stephen Rosendale, Sheila Lynch and Dan Lynch; Broadcasting Assistant: Kathlyn Walters; and Broadcasting Engineer: Dillon Walters. Thank you to those who have helped with ushering, temperatures, check-in, and hygiene monitoring. And we thank you all for worshiping with us and helping us improve each service! 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021: WHAT A WILD WEEK!
We give God thanks and praise for this year’s Vacation Bible School, as we journeyed with Jesus through Holy Week, a wild week when God shows up bigtime and life is changed forever. Our prayer for the children is that it was a life-changing week that will draw them ever closer to Christ.

Many thanks to:

· Co-Directors Judy Taylor (stories) and Sheila Lynch (music/crafts/games)

· Storyteller Sienna Reich

· Accompanists Linda Guerrero (in-person) and Neil Larsen (online recording)
(see, sometimes accompanists DO get recognized!)

· In-person greeter Crystal Rosendale

· In-person helpers Linda Guerrero and Pastor Mytch

· Kitchen staff Jeff Reich and Mya Morales

· Crafts and games researcher Jennifer Kearns

· Booklet maker Kathlyn Walters, with advice and training from Maria Reich
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Sign handler Dan Lynch

· All the parents and grandparents who had their children participate in VBS

· All the children who attended in person or online – We love you!

COMING AUGUST 15: SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY

Yes, believe it or not, it’s almost time for school to start again, and with it, we’ll be restarting our Sunday School, which has been on hiatus since March 2020. Please contact the church office if your child, grandchild, or a child you care about will be joining us. We want to be ready for everyone!

After worship, on the lawn area, we’ll share in some treats to celebrate the day (ice cream is involved).

To the congregation: Please pray for the children and the Sunday School staff. And please pray whether God is calling you to help out with Sunday School on an occasional basis. We would love to have guests come in to: tell the Bible story; lead a song or two, either vocally or instrumentally; help the children with a craft or a game (or help the staff come up with craft or game ideas); maybe cook a breakfast one day for the Sunday School families so parents and children can share in fellowship and in studying the Bible…there are lots of possibilities! We just ask that you be open to the Holy Spirit if you’re being called to participate once in a while.

NEW ADVENTURES FOR DILLON WALTERS

Dillon Walters joined our worship staff as Director of Choral Activities in the Spring of 2019 and was an instant hit with the choir and congregation. In April 2020, he became our Broadcasting Engineer as we went to online worship during the pandemic. In May 2020, we rejoiced as he and Kathlyn were married. And now, he’s finished his teaching credential and is going to start teaching in the Cutler-Orosi Unified School District, so he’s resigning from Bethel. His last Sunday on staff with us will be August 29.
In his letter of resignation, he wrote:

“This is painful to move away from such a supportive family, but I feel the need to focus more on my first year of teaching. Thank you for listening to my words and communicating to my heart. Thank you guiding my spirit and sharing your time. Thank you for leading by example and being honest. Thank you for caring and helping me grow.”

Thank YOU, Dillon…and Kathlyn, too…for all the ways you’ve enhanced our worship and our lives in the last two years. We know you're not leaving Bethel - praise God for that! So we look forward to seeing you often, and our prayers and best wishes are with you as you enter this new phase.
SAVE THE DATE- SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH
Pastor Mytch and Ann Aakre will be holding a Confirmation informational meeting on Sunday, September 12th after worship. Parents/guardians of youth in this age group should have already received an email regarding Confirmation. If you haven’t, please contact Maria at 264-5385. 

MEET-AND-GREETS WITH PASTOR MYTCH 

From the Transition Team (Judy Taylor, Peggy Richardson and Carol Bragg)

Why did Pastor Mytch choose to become a pastor? What does she like to do during her time off? Where is the most interesting place she’s been? What’s on her bucket list? And does she know similar things about you??!

When we called Pr. Mytch in February 2020, we promised that we would greet her with small group get-togethers that would help her get to know everyone in the congregation.

Obviously, COVID-19 put a crimp in our plans! But now, we want to get that going and give everyone a chance to meet with her, to share stories and questions and dreams and really get acquainted with each other on a deeper level than might have happened already.

So starting in September, we’re going to host small group get-togethers of 6-7 people meeting with Pastor for about 45 minutes after church so we can get to know each other on a more personal level – chat, ask questions, and build relationships. Refreshments will be provided. 

To sign up for a get-together at church, please call the church office at (559) 264-5385.

Available dates: 
September 19 and September 26 (more dates coming in October).

P.S. If you’d like to host a small group in your home instead, please feel free to do so! You’ll just need to confirm an available date with Pastor. Please arrange this through the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2021
Would you like to donate altar flowers to beautify our sanctuary during worship in October and November? Please email the office with the date(s) you’d like to donate, and let us know if the flowers are for a special occasion (birthday, anniversary, in memory or in honor of someone). Please make sure it is a Sunday you plan on attending so you can take the bouquets home with you, or arrange on your own for someone else to take them home. The cost is $31 for both bouquets. 

LECTORS FOR 2021

We currently need lectors for our worship services from October onward. We’ll continue to meet in person, but our services will also be streamed live, so you’ll need to feel comfortable being filmed. If God is calling you to this ministry, please contact the church office and let us know which month you’d like to serve. If you can do only part of a month, don’t let that stop you from volunteering! We’ll work with your schedule.

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

We here at Bethel want to be there for you during the tough times, the times when it’s most important to feel spiritually connected to God and to one another. So if you need prayer or pastoral care of any kind, please call Pastor Mytch at (847) 987-8641. You can also call the church office at (559) 264-5385 with any other needs you may have. We are God’s servants for each other!
BENEVOLENCE REPORT
June’s benevolence was the Kairos Prison Ministry. This international ministry brings faith and hope to men and women in prison. The money we’ve donated will go to the Kairos program that serves at the Central California Women’s Facility in Chowchilla. To date, we have received $775.

Last month’s benevolence was the Evangel Home. Its mission is to provide housing, spiritual support, and vocational opportunities for women and children fleeing domestic violence.  Evangel Home is a non-profit ministry, fully funded by private donations.  To date, we have received $245.

AUGUST’S BENEVOLENCE

Fresno Rescue Mission is our August benevolence. Providing food and shelter, spiritual guidance, as well as recovery programs, the Fresno Rescue Mission ministers to homeless men, women and families. They are often the invisible and easily forgotten members of our society. We see their tragedies on the street, but we do not hear enough about their lives being transformed and reborn. This is what the Fresno Rescue Mission does!  Please support them with your prayers and gifts.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
FINANCIAL UPDATE
	FINANCIAL REPORT- JUNE

	Receipts for general expenses: $9,242.50

	Receipts for benevolence: $825.00

	General expenses paid: $14,983.87


	OFFERING NEEDED FOR JULY:
	JULY OFFERING TOTAL:

	$15,476
	$9,530


((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. 
Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. 


WE PRAY FOR:                    
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COVID-19: We trust in your continued love and care, Lord, as we deal with the latest variants of COVID-19, both here and around the world. And we thank you for all you’ve done to help and sustain us so far. Please provide us with healing and encouragement, patience and flexibility, strength and courage, according to our needs, and help us to always show your grace and compassion to each other. 

Our society: God of the cosmos, we pray for your creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat your natural world with reverence, seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation. 

Medical personnel, first responders, and those in the military: We remember all those who risk their lives for others in the line of duty, and we ask that you bless them and their families as they serve to protect and help us.

Our benevolence of the month: We pray for the work of the Fresno Rescue Mission, and we thank you that we can be a part of this ministry to homeless men, women, and families. May your hand guide every part of the mission’s work, and may lives be transformed every day in your name.
Our church: We pray for our church, Lord, and for your guidance in all aspects of our ministry: for Elizabeth Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA; for Megan Rohrer, bishop of the Sierra-Pacific Synod, and the Synod staff; and for Bethel—for Pastor Mytch, our staff members, our Church Council, the BLCW Board, our Sunday School as it starts up again, our in-person and online worship, and the people of Bethel as we worship and serve together.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.

BIBLE READING CALENDAR: AUGUST 2021
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	2 Kings 17

Ps. 29

Prov. 1

Mark 9
	2 Kings 18, 19

Ps. 30

Prov. 2

Mark 10
	2 Kings 20, 21

Ps. 31

Prov. 3

Mark 11
	2 Kings 22, 23

Ps. 32

Prov. 4

Mark 12
	2 Kings 24, 25

Ps. 33

Prov. 5

Mark 13
	Jonah 
Ps. 34

Prov. 6

Mark 14
	Amos 1-3

Ps. 35:1-16

Prov. 7

Mark 15

	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14

	Amos 4-6

Ps. 35: 17-28

Prov. 8

Mark 16
	Amos 7-9

Ps. 36

Prov. 9

Luke 1
	Hosea 1-4

Ps. 37: 1-22

Prov. 10

Luke 2
	Hosea 5-7

Ps. 37: 23-40

Prov. 11

Luke 3
	Hosea 8-10

Ps. 38

Prov. 12

Luke 4
	Hosea 11-14

Ps. 39

Prov. 13

Luke 5
	Is. 1, 2

Ps. 40

Prov. 14

Luke 6

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21

	Is. 3-5

Ps. 41

Prov. 15

Luke 7
	Is. 6-8

Ps. 42

Prov. 16

Luke 8
	Is. 9, 10

Ps. 43

Prov. 17

Luke 9
	Is. 11-13

Ps. 44: 1-8

Prov. 18

Luke 10
	Is. 14, 15

Ps. 44: 9-26

Prov. 19

Luke 11
	Is. 16-18

Ps. 45

Prov. 20

Luke 12
	Is. 19-21

Ps. 46

Prov. 21

Luke 13

	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

	Is. 22, 23

Ps. 47

Prov. 22

Luke 14
	Is. 24-26

Ps. 48

Prov. 23

Luke 15
	Is. 27, 28

Ps. 49

Prov. 24

Luke 16
	Is. 29, 30

Ps. 50

Prov. 25

Luke 17
	Is. 31-33

Ps. 51

Prov. 26

Luke 18
	Is. 34-36

Ps. 52

Prov. 27

Luke 19
	Is. 37, 38

Ps. 53

Prov. 28

Luke 20

	29
	30
	31
	
	
	
	

	Is. 39, 40

Ps. 54

Prov. 29

Luke 21


	Is. 41, 42

Ps. 55

Prov. 30

Luke 22

	Is. 43, 44

Ps. 56

Prov. 31

Luke 23
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OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

· 10:30 am – In-person and Online Worship via YouTube every Sunday
· 9:15 am, starting August 15 – In-person Sunday School
OTHER SERVICES AND EVENTS IN AUGUST:

· Monday, August 9th, 7 pm: BLCW Board meeting via Zoom
· Tuesday, August 10th, 7 pm: Education Committee meeting via Zoom

· Wednesday, August 11th, 7 pm: Trustee meeting via Zoom

· Tuesday, August 17th, 7 pm: Church Council meeting via Zoom

· SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, Sept. 12th- Confirmation informational meeting 

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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AUGUST LECTOR: 

· John Sewell

AUGUST USHERS:

· August 1st- The Rosendale family

· August 8th- Jeff Reich & John Smith

· August 15th- Dave Aakre & Ed Kilgore

· August 22nd- Dan Lynch & Armando Jurado
· August 29th- TBD
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BETHEL NEWS- AUGUST 2021


BETHEL EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH


187 N. BROADWAY- FRESNO 93701


P O BOX 11278 – FRESNO 93772


Phone: 264-5385 / Fax Number: 264-2865


Bethel’s e-mail address: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bethelelca@gmail.com" �bethelelca@gmail.com�


Bethel’s Facebook address: � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/BethelLutheranChurchELCA" �www.facebook.com/BethelLutheranChurchELCA� 


YouTube page: � HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjlzi11kPuIisbO5terDDQ" �https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHjlzi11kPuIisbO5terDDQ� 
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Melanie Monahan


Emily Kearns


Maria Donate


Liam Niewohner


Tori Rosendale


Nevaeh Reich


Armando Valdez


Ron Bragg








Are we missing your birthday


or anniversary? If you'd like to 


have it included, please email 


or call the church office.





All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 2 Timothy 3:16
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